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> Project Updates

Newsletter News
2008 has been a very active year
for BAUE. Of course our membership has been very active
diving in one of the most beautiful dive environments in the
world. BAUE members enjoy
access to both recreational and
tech boats, organized fun dives,
and a pool of trained members
for everyday diving. This last
year BAUE really surpassed
"dive club" status to more
broadly fulfill our goal of
"exploration and conservation of
our planet's underwater regions".

Thumbs Up Project completed in
October 2008, honed our project
management skills and engaged
members at all levels of diving.
To support the entire local diving
community, we have created the
Pt. Lobos Underwater Maps
website and published the photographic Field Guide of local
fauna.

members can share information
and find resources. Lastly we've
brought the membership together
regularly with Point Lobos Days
where members can meet, eat,
dive with members beyond their
usual buddies in a relaxed recreational environment.
All of this was new in 2008!
Read more inside.

To support our membership
we've created the BAUE Forums
where both members and non-
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Our membership has grown again
as more divers partake of GUE
training and join BAUE. Diver
training at all levels from Fundamentals to Tech 2 has attracted
new members and advanced the
skills of existing members. We
are fortunate to have our very
own local resident Fundamentals
and Tech 1 GUE Instructor.

> Lobos Days
> RENEW NOW!!
> BAUE Boat Trips

The ongoing BAUE Nudibranch
Survey, with results outlined on
our website, is one of the ways
BAUE provides support for the
conservation of our marine habitats. Phase One of the BAUE

Our Growing Membership
2008 saw a record growth
in our BAUE membership.
We added a total of 14
members during the year,
12 paying members and 2
honorary members. We
lost 8 members from 2007,
so our net increase was 6
members. Membership

INSIDE

total is now 62 up from 56
in 2007 and 2006. New to
BAUE in 2008:
Nils Brummond
Vladimir Chernavsky
Michael Claussen
Chad Fazio
Marc Hall

Karl Haywood
Gideon Liew (Honorary)
Joakim Linde
David Rhea (Honorary)
Todd Seiber
Doug Simmons
Al Stegall
Nathalie Udo
Matt Vieta
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Nudibranch Project Update
The BAUE Nudibranch
Survey at Point Lobos is
now nearly 2 years old.
We've been diligently collecting data on a roughly
monthly basis. While we
have yet to formally analyze the data, there have
already been several interesting discoveries. Rob and
Allison found what appears to be an entirely new
species of Okenia in May
2008. Also we've been able

to document range extensions of two species into
the Monterey area: Aldisa
albomarginata and Cadlina
limbaughorum.
Information on the BAUE
Nudibranch Survey is under the Projects tab on the
BAUE website.

Thumbs Up Project
BAUE’s 2008 Group Project took place at Point Lobos at
an off-shore pinnacle named Thumbs Up. Over the course
of two days we conducted a series of dives for the purpose of collecting data and photographic documentation
of the site. Results of the project were then compiled to
produce a web page for the State Reserve and BAUE.
This was a mixed-level project including dives within
recreational limits as well as dives with light decompression profiles. Dives were performed within a depth range
of 135ft and shallower.
The main goal of the project was to provide a training
exercise for developing skills and mentoring new project
participants. Our secondary objective was to answer the
question: does Thumbs Up deserve its name?

Some tasks included:
• Comparing line and compass survey information with
CSUMB sonar Mapping data.
• Creating a web space on Point Lobos site with:
• Multimedia presentation (photos, video footage)
• Nudibranch study
• Partial survey of the pinnacle at 80 ft and 60
ft depths
• Pinnacle top survey
The complete project description with the data can be
found at www.baue.org under Projects.

Does Thumbs
Up really
deserve its
name?
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BAUE Field Guide
In January we introduced a new feature on the BAUE website, The BAUE Field Guide. Intended as a supplement to
commercially available marine life identification books it
is a collection of our best photos of local marine organisms. The Field Guide is a ongoing project which will be
continually updated as new pictures are taken and species
are added. Members are encouraged to submit photos or
assist with identifications, editing, "mining" of existing
galleries for additional species.
The Field Guide can be found under the Field Guide tab on
the BAUE website

Point Lobos Underwater Maps
BAUE members Robert and
Allison Lee spearheaded
the creation of an interactive underwater maps website for dive sites in and
around Point Lobos. This is
an ongoing effort that will
eventually incorporate aspects of other ongoing projects (such as surveying and
sonar efforts) to offer a better understanding and documentation of the underwater
landscape in and around the

Pt. Lobos State Reserve
through photos, videos, sonar
and survey maps, first-hand
accounts of dives and experiences enrich the maps. In the
end, we hope this will be a
valuable resource to both
divers and non-divers alike
by exposing areas of the reserve that few of us are privileged to
experience first-hand. Look
for Dive Site Maps on the
BAUE website

The Field Guide is a
ongoing project which
will be continually
updated as new
pictures are taken and
species are added
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GUE Training News From Beto
Starting in 2009 GUE has added a series of new primers and classes designed to fill gaps in the training and
provide education in areas that were
previously not covered. These new
programs are the result of feedback
GUE headquarters has collected from
instructors and students over the past 10
years.
The new additions are: the Fundamentals Primer and the Doubles Primer.
These programs are 2-day activities
designed to introduce basic concepts in
a friendly, relaxed format with no certification requirements. These classes can
be taken before Fundamentals, however
they are not a pre-requisite to the class.

GUE is also introducing Recreational-1 training materials in order
to support open water students
entering the world of diving using
the GUE approach. The program
has a comprehensive 400 page
text-book, which is also an interactive workbook. It contains colorful photos and a well-edited set
of slides and videos.
Finally, this year GUE is introducing the Rec-3 Diver program
as a way to provide training to
recreational divers who want to
venture between 100-130 feet,
using sensible gases and procedures for these adventures. This
class does not require the "tech"
endorsement, which is a difficult

rating to achieve. The class will
allow more divers to visit the
spectacular middle-range dive
sites here in Nor Cal, and will
also help divers prepare for obtaining their tech rating (should
they choose to pursue T1 training).
Last but not least, in 2009 GUE is
offering a recreation DPV program, and a tech/cave DPV program is on its way for 2009-2010.
With all these new primers and
programs, GUE is prepared to
help our local community grow
and to assist divers in achieving
their goals.
Have Fun Diving! — Beto

Training Classes 2008
2008 set a new record of local training classes. We
were blessed with the guest instructor visits from
David Rhea and Gideon Liew. But the "heavy lifting" award goes to our local instructor Beto Nava,
who in addition to his Fundamentals instructor credentials became a newly minted Tech 1 instructor.
Not only is there more access for students by having
Beto locally, Beto was recognized as 2008 GUE Instructor of the Year at this years' GUE Conference.
Here are the list of GUE students and classes for
2008:
Tech 2 Graduates
Dionna House
Harry Babicka
Mark Lloyd
Tech 1 Graduates
Rob Lee
Allison Lee
Kevin Dow
Matt Vieta
Joakim Linde
John Heimann
Doc Wong
Greg Dunn
Todd Lasman
Tech 1 in Training
Gary Banta
Jim Capwell

Fundies Graduates Rec
Doug Simmons
Mike Claussen
Chad Fazio
Suzanne Baird
Fundies Graduates Tech
Richard Lewis
Gary Banta
Jim Capwell
Joakim Linde

Fundies in Training
Michael Bryant
Vladimir Chernavsky
Carolina La Rotta Dratva
Friends of BAUE
OW Graduates:
Melissa Litwicki
Leah Wadler
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BAUE Forum

•

Allow BAUE members to discuss items of interest
and to share that with everyone so that we all learn
from others.
Enable members to collaborate on projects, such as
the Field Guide, Nudibranch Survey, Lobos Mapping Project, or the yearly large project that we
completed in October 2008 at Thumbs Up.

This year BAUE invested in an application to provide its
members with a new way of communicating and sharing
information. The BAUE Forum went live in June and
over 350 messages have been posted to the board.

•

Every member of BAUE has been automatically added
to the Forum as a user, using the same username and
password that you have for the BAUE site.

Our forum provides you with the ideal opportunity to
ask questions about training, equipment, charters, or
anything that concerns you. Even more important, it
allows you to make suggestions. Do you have any great
ideas on the next project? Any training you would like
to see? Lectures from someone that interests you? Start
a conversation on our Forum and let your voice be
heard.

Our main reasons for implementing a forum were to:
•

Provide a method for people who are not associated
with BAUE to communicate with us.
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GUE Instructors Visit BAUE

GUE Support and Outreach

2008 BAUE invited GUE instructors David
Rhea and Gideon Liew to visit the Bay Area
and provide tech classes to our members. In
January, David and Beto worked with the
Kitty team to accomplish their goal of passing
T-1. During the class Beto earned his rating
as a Tech 1 Instructor. In October, Gideon
Liew flew in to certify Dionna House, Mark
Lloyd, and Harry Babicka as T-2 divers.

Beto Nava and Susan Bird flew down to
Long Beach in June to assist Karim Hamza
with his booth at the Long Beach Scuba
Show. Hollywood Divers sponsored a booth
next to the Halcyon display, and GUE had a
strong presence at the show. We plan to do
more Intra-California GUE collaboration this
year, including open diving events for California GUE divers.

While Beto is now our local Fundamentals/T1 Instructor, we will still be seeing a few internationally known GUE Tech Instructors
this year as members progress to T-2 training.
Richard Lundgren and Dean Marshall will be
enjoying our Nor Cal hospitality in the coming months.

Beto and Susan attended the GUE Conference in High Springs, FL to celebrate the 10
Year Anniversary of GUE. This was an opportunity to meet fellow GUE affiliates from
all over the world and to enjoy the growing
international dive community. Beto gave
two presentations at the conference, including a brief history of BAUE and description
of our ongoing projects, as well as a synopsis
of his cave exploration endeavors in the Yucatan. The conference was informative and
inspirational, and as our membership and
momentum grows in Northern California, we
may have opportunity to host a GUE conference in the Monterey Area in the years to
come.

GUE Instructor of the Year Goes to…Alberto Nava
During the GUE conference, awards were given to several instructors and members for distinctive service in
2008. The awards ceremony culminated with the naming of the Instructor of the Year. In 2008, the award was
shared by 2 instructors whose contributions went above
and beyond the (already) high standards of GUE training. The candidates were considered based on their ongoing support and participation in the growth of the organization (through teaching, shaping standards, creating class materials, etc.) as well as on direct feedback
from their students. Fred Devos from Mexico, and Beto
Nava were honored for the high level of quality and
dedication that they bring to the organization and their
students.
As we know, Beto has been instrumental in shaping the
direction and ethos of our local GUE community. He
upholds the highest standards not only with regard to
diving, but also in terms of integrity and respect for the
diving community. His passion for diving and teaching
is an inspiration to us all-- good job Beto!!!
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Lobos Days
This year, BAUE started hosting a regular dive-day
event at Pt. Lobos for BAUE members and friends. The
idea is to get together for a couple of recreational dives
and to expand our buddy circle/s to include new BAUE
diving partners and enjoy surface-interval food of
course. Based on member feedback and excellent turnout, these Pt. Lobos days have been very successful and
we're looking to expand these in 2009, and possibly tie
them into some of our ongoing project work. Between
the boat charters and Lobos days, BAUE
has a very full and exciting event calendar for 2009.
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BAUE Works
For You!!
Renew Your
Membership
Mail your renewal to:
BAUE
765 Spruce Street
Berkeley CA 94707
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RENEW NOW!!!
January is our 2009 membership renewal month. Looking back at everything BAUE and the membership as
accomplished in 2008 it’s clear that 2009 will be another
great year. Your membership brought you everything
discussed in this newsletter as well as the 2006 BAUE
shirt! 2009 will bring you a new gift, project participation, the BAUE email list, special events, guest speakers, BAUE-only boat charters, pool sessions, GUE training and a whole lotta fun. Membership is still only $60
for 2009.
Please renew before February 28 either by mail or on the
BAUE website’s Payments tab after logging in.

BAUE Boat Trips
In 2009, we are looking forward to expanding on the
successful slate
of trips that we made in
2008. Based on the member
turnout we had this in 2008
and the expansion of our
membership, we are excited
to be

planning even more trips in
the in the 2009 calendar
year. The exact details
have yet to be fully finalized, but we are planning
on adding several more
Escapade recreational and
technical charter dates
throughout the year.

Also, we are planning on
three trips to Big Sur
Banks this year as well as,
for the first time, a recreational Big Sur trip on the
Cypress Sea. Stay tuned
for more!

