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News Bites

found quite a few frogfish and lots of
other interesting macro subjects.

Beto contracted dengue fever while on
his last trip to Mexico, which
manifested upon his return. We want
to remind fellow BAUE members to
take precautions against mosquito
bites during tropical dive vacations.
Read more about why Sue and Beto
were in Mexico in the NAS
Underwater Archeology Class section.
Lobiger souverbii

Members on Vacation
Our membership is often seen far and
wide. Submit your recent vacation
destinations so you can brag to all of
us where you visited.
Clinton Bauder spent the first week of
June in Puerto Vallarta in June diving
with Alicia Hermosillo and Roberto
Chavez Arce. Their incredibly gracious
hospitality was much appreciated and
we hope to see them up in the Bay
Area again soon. Alicia is the foremost
expert on the opisthobranchs of Bahia
de Banderas. In 6 days of diving we
found 64 species of opisthobranchs (a
far cry from the 400+ hrs expedition
with Terry Gosliner, et. al. to the
Philippines last month but still very
good for the Eastern Pacific). We also

Tritonia sp.
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spectacular and relaxing introduction
to the decorated cavern environment,
and an excellent opportunity to spend
time with each Zero Gravity GUE cave
instructor prior to enrolling in Cave 1.
A Fundies women diver named Antia
Linares (who bounces between living
in Singapore and Texas) joined the
adventure and we easily partnered for
both ocean and cenote diving.

Crosslandia daedali

Anita, Danny, Kathy

Frogfish

Full gallery here:

Danny Riorden was our first guide;
gentle and patient. He gave a brief on
cavern diving technique, led our
check‐out dive in the open water,
made some equipment adjustments
and then brought the magic of the
cenotes to life. Fred Devos and Chris
Le Maillot continued the wonderfully
entertaining educational experience,
offering many helpful tips and
coaching.

http://www.baue.org/images/gallerie
s/v/travel/pvr/
Cenote Cavern Experience with Zero
Gravity
Post Fundies, I just couldn’t resist
pictures of the beautiful decorated
Mexican Cenotes. So Beto kindly
connected me with Fred Devos at Zero
Gravity Dive Shop in Mexico to
arrange cenote cavern tours! What a

We’d slip into the delightfully warm,
clear, still water, glide through dark
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passages towards the turquoise
cenotes. Our light beams dancing
through the 200+ ft vis water,
shimmering in the intoxicating
halocline which seems to last forever.
It felt like flying. Little dark passages
whispered ‐‐ begging exploration.
Emerging from a dark cavern into
another chamber, light beams cascade
down through the clear water, the
ceiling drips with majestic
stalactites. Gazing up through the
glass‐like placid water into a sapphire
blue pool, rainbows emit from every
leaf of a tree’s perfect form that is
clearly visible through the surface.
The breathtaking spelothem aquatic
landscape certainly rivals Himalaya
glaciated peaks for geologic beauty
and suddenly gives purpose to all the
hard work in Fundies and the effort it
took to learn the drysuit/doubles!!

I really can not imagine a more
graceful introduction to the cave
environment than with GUE cave
instructors at Zero Gravity. These
cavern tours offer a perfect
opportunity to explore the cavern
environment to those of you who are
intrigued with caves, but not quite
ready to venture 1,000 feet into the
dark chambers and/or invest $2,500
for a Cave 1 class without knowing if
you will enjoy the diving.
The guiding is reasonably priced at
$180 for a private, $150 for a shared
tour which includes an orientation to
cavern diving, tanks, weights, 32%,
entry fees and possibly some helpful
diving tips (if you ask the guys nicely
;‐)). The minimum pre‐requisite for
these guided dives is a recreational
pass in Fundies.

Kathy & Danny

Cavern tours are by special request, so
it’s best to contact Zero Gravity well in
advance.
Annual Science, Survey and
Exploration Project
I'm quite intrigued by the global and
scientific aspects of GUE.
So was thrilled to join the Mexican
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science project on June 14‐19, hosted
by Global Underwater Explores,
Mexico Cave Exploration Project,
Centro Investigador del Sistema
Aquifero de Quintana Roo and Zero
Gravity Dive Center. 12 GUE divers
from 6 different countries; Tech 2,
Cave 1 & 2, Fundies team and surface
support collaborated to collect data
for mapping and other science
projects and to deploy new data
sensors.

In addition to the class they were able
to do several days of diving to further
PET Project exploration and mapping
efforts in the Aktun Hu system. They
verified some of the existing data and
extended a few leads.
During the trip, Susan discovered her
first set of animal remains while
surveying one of the lines in her
favorite cave. The cave contains a
variety of medium‐sized tunnels and
rooms, and is delicately decorated
with several sections of densely‐
packed, intricate stalactites. This cave
is also the resting place of an ancient
camel!

Throughout the week, our Fundies
team collected open water soil
samples, tracked depth and GPS
coordinates and provided surface
support both on‐shore and in‐water.
Later I assisted the scientists’
catalogue core samples, and acted as
surface coordinator on some of the
longer cave dives.

"I will admit to searching for bones for
the entire duration of the dive... as I
really wanted to find an animal of
some kind. I have a special
relationship with this particular cave,
so I figured that if I ever found
something of interest, this would be
the place." SB

Volunteering on the science project
proved an excellent way to explore
new locations, connect with the global
GUE team, make friends, learn new
skills and have fun! I hope to join
more projects in the near future!

The remains are most likely those
of: http://www.flmnh.
ufl.edu/fossilha ll/library/
llama/llama. htm

Kathy Dicker
NAS Underwater Archeology Class in
Mexico

General Membership Information

Beto & Susan traveled to Mexico for
10 days in June to attend the NAS UW
Archeology class with fellow PET
Project members and friends at Zero
Gravity.

BAUE now has a total of 64 members,
53 paid and 11 honorary. New in
April, May, June are:
Greg Nyce
Leah Wadler
Daryle Smith

This link describes what we did:
http://www.gue. com/?q=en/
node/1655

Welcome and we hope to see you out
diving with us.
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2010 Membership Gift
Boats

Our 2010 membership gift is similar
to our blue shirt that we received the
year before last. It is a darker blue
with the same logo. Shirts are
available now. For those that did not
pick them up at Lobos, they are
available at Anywater. There is a list
for you to check off your name once
you have picked it up.

The weather did not cooperate very
well for the our spring diving. There
were a couple of boats that went out
but nothing like past years. We have
tons of boats scheduled for July,
August, and September however so
dust off your gear and come diving
with us.

New Certifications

Projects

The past few months have been busy,
with several Fundamentals and a Tech
1 class. Additionally, David Rhea was
visiting April 22‐25 to conduct a
Fundamentals IE for Susan and
Robert.

May 14‐16 was the Middle Reef
Survey Project. Over three months of
planning, one day of setup and two
days of survey works were conducted
for the purpose of collecting data
about the site. Results of the project
were then compiled to produce a web
page for the state park and BAUE. This
is now live and available under the
projects tab on the BAUE site.

Congratulations to the following
divers on their new certifications!
Fundamentals (rec):
Greg Nyce
Leah Wadler
Carol Cohn

Here is a sneak peak at what the end
result produced.

Fundamentals (tech):
Ben Villao
Kathy Dicker
Tech 1:
Masao Yoshimura
Pavel Sokolov
Fundamentals in‐progress:
Fofo Gonzalez
Guy Acala
T1 in‐progress:
Vladimir Chernavsky
Past Activities
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Up and Coming

Suzanne.Baird@baue.org

Boats

Alberto Nava
Chief Planning Officer
cavediver@baue.org

Don’t forget to check the calendar for
upcoming boats. There are 13
scheduled for July, August, and
September.

David Chamberlin
Chief Technical Officer
mixdiver@baue.org

Bits and Pieces

Gary Banta
Director
gary@baue.org

Remember that we have a BAUE
forum that you can use to post any
gear you want sold, any questions you
have on diving, or anything else that
would be of interest to the members.
Access it from our BAUE website.

Mark Lloyd
Director
mlloyd@baue.org

GUE also has its own forum at
http://forums.gue.com/

Robert Lee
Director
rhlee@baue.org

We want to hear about your dives!
Whether you are diving at Lobos or
from a boat post a trip report so we
can all read how great it was. These
trip reports are valuable to everyone.
Access the trip reports from the BAUE
website.
Your BAUE Board
Susan Bird
President
dolphin@baue.org
Clinton Bauder
Vice President
rule6@baue.org
Dionna House
Secretary
dhouse@baue.org
Suzanne Baird
Treasurer and Chief Finance Officer
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